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IT; 1s werde chat this paper may be returned to the Board 
of Agriculture, at its office in London, with any additional 
remarks and obſervations which may occur on the peruſal, 


written on the margin, as ſoon as may be convenient. 


Ir: is hardly neceſſary to add, chat chis report is, at preſent, I 
printed and arty no for the purpoſe merely of procuring far- 
ther information reſpecting the Huſbandry of this diſtrict, and 
to enable every one to contribute his mite to the 1 improvement | 


of the country. 


Taz Board has adopted the ſame plan, in regard to all the 


other Counties in the United Kingdom; and will be happy to 


give every aſliſtance in it's power, to any perſon who may be 


deſirous of improving his breed of cattle, ſheep, &c. or of trying 
any uſeful experiment in Huſbandry. 
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© GENERAL DESCRIPTION: 


y 21 county” i is bounded, on the weſt, by the fea and part 
of Caernaryonſhire; on the north, it toilches Caernarvon and | 5 
Denbighſhires; on the eaſt, Denbigh and Montgomeryſhires; 7 
and on the ſouth, it is ſeparated from Cardiganſhire in South * 
Wales, by the river Dovy. Its ſhape is irregularly triangular, 3 5 8 55 
running out into a narrow point on the ſouth weſt. It con- 5 e I% 
tains 500,060 acres, divided into fix hundreds, i in which are 37 = SP NE 
pariſhes, and 4 market towns. 8 WON 6 1 

Merionethſhire 1s the moſt rough and mountainous of + 
the Welſh counties, and preſents as many rugged precipices as 
Caernarvonſhire; yet the mountains, although more numerous, 
are not as high as thoſe of Snowdon, nor are the precipices fo 
tremenduous as Penmaenmaur, and ſome others. This coun- 
; ty, however, exhibits a much more pleaſant appearance, from 
its being better embelliſhed with woods. There are alſo a 
great variety of plains and beautiful valleys, interſperſed amongſt _ 
the mountains, with ſeveral large lakes, and a great number of . 
ſmaller ones. The ſtaple is ſheep. Black cattle are alſo rear- ** 
ed! in great numbers, and ſome of the vales produce oits, and Soi Ae 
a little barley. Wheat 1 is alſo raiſed on the ſea coaſt, but in 1 pl of 
very ſmall. quantities. This county is by no means 6 eee 1955 * 
for corn. 19 8 | ee . 


Soil —The nature A4 quality of the foil | 18 very variable. 5 
There is a vaſt quantity of peat or moſs, and many moraſſes, 
that require to be drained; but the moſt Prevalent foil on 
which che corn is s cultivated, 15 gravel and loam, 


” 04 3 „ae, Tr 


* * 


Ef 


| ther and more ſnow in this county, than in any of North Wales; 
and for three years paſt, it has been particularly wet. The cul- 
tiration of corn mult therefore be a very precarious. buſineſs, - 


* * 5 
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Climate Wich regard to climate, FOR is more rainy wea- 


Wood lands. — This county, although better wooded than Caer- 
narvonſhire, is yet in many places very bareof trees. Oak 1 is 
the principal timber raiſed, and the wood lands are frequently 
very little attended to; not only in regard to the inſufficiency 


of the fences, through” whieh the cattle paſs, and deſtroy the 
_ plantations 3 but alſo in regard to pruning and thinning, both » 
of which, though highly important, are very ſeldom practiſed. 


And although the tenants are prohibited, by their landlords, 


from keeping goats, ſtill there ate a few of thoſe deſtructive 
animals in the county, which get oyer the walls, and brouſe 
upon the young plantations; ; and where the trees are ſo high 
that they cannot eaſily get at the branches, they ſtand ere, 


and pull them down, with their fore legs, holding them in that 
manner until they totally deſtroy the tree. Very few gentle- 


. tlemen reſide in the county, to look after their own intereſt, 
wWjhich may be the cauſe of ſo much inattention. Their eſtates 


are intruſted to the management of agents, who ſeldom look 


after any thing but the rents, and thus great loſſes are ſuſtained 
| through their neglect. It is well known that wood lands, kept 
under a proper ſyſtem, are, in ſheltered places among hills, 
much ſooner brought to perfection, than thoſe in an expoſed A 
Gtuation. | ; Fs : 


Encloſures and Finas bx lands in 1 this county are moſtly 


| encloſed, the ſheep walks excepted. The encloſures are in 
general ſmall, being moſt approved of. There are few hedges,, , 
a dry-ſtone walls being the moſt common fence, ſome of which 
F are built as high as 6 feet, with broad coping ſtones, projec- 


ting 6 inches, which however do not prevent the ſheep from 


getting over them. They are ſo very active, that they run up 


the walls like a ſquirrel, eſpecially when their paſture turns 
hare. Encloſing has been found to increaſe the rents afloniſh- 


.. 2 : ingly, h | 


*. 


F 
ingly; at leaft double, and frdluetitly, triple ; ; and it is likewiſe 


underſtood to increaſe population; all the ſheep walks, or 
mountains in this county, are appropriated, and the land marks 
are well aſcertained, but no diviſion is thought of. 
Diraining and Embanbing.— There is a very great gusstitf of 
land that might be highly improved by draining, but as few 
| proprietors reſide in the county, it is almoſt totally neglected. 
William Oakely of Tanybwlch, Eſq; has embanked and drained _ 
” a moſt delightful vale, (which was formerly overflowed by the 
+ ſea, at ſpring tides,) which now affords three times the quan- 


tity of paſture and hay it formerly did, and of a very ſuperior 


quality. And as he will ſoon be able to flood it, (which he is 
not as yet quite prepared for, the aAins being not altogether 
finiſhed,) he will ſtill increaſe the quantity of both amazing}. 


The ſoil in general is of a moſſy nature, conſcquently the 


drains have been caſt at a very ſmall expence. The main drains 


dre very deep and wide, and conſtitute part of the fence; but 


* 


the ſmaller or covered drains are 4 feet deep, 2 feet wide at 


top, and gradually contracted to Zinches at the bottom. The 
colt is 4d. per yard. Spades are conſtructed for the purpoſe, 


being made narrower at the point than at the head. The 
top ſod or turf, which is ſtrongly matted wich the roots 


of different kinds of vegetables, is applied as a covering to 
the dran with i its ſward turned downwards, and being pro- 
perly ſhaped, is driven hard down, within eight or nine inches 

of the bottom, leaving a vacuity of theſe dimenſions for the wa- 


ter. The upper part is afterwards filled with the earth that 


Was thrown out, and becauſe it ſubſides conſiderably, it is rai- 
ſed above the ſurface ſome inches. Theſe drains laſt a'great 
many years; 3 for after land 1s once thoroughly drained, it re- 
quires very little trouble to keep it free of ſuperſluous water. 
Edward Corbet of Vnyſymangwyn, has made very great im- 
provements by embanking and draining. Within theſe laſt 12 


Years, 1 he has improved in that way 261 acres, the average Tent 
* 


I. T7 


* 


** 


8nüü A 


8 
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of which. was Were only od. ber „ L. 1 


Preſent value 1445 eres, at 308. . : 
„ 156 t 2b, L 217 2 6 
Ditto, 1163 ditto, at 408. 233 0 0 
The difference of value ay: 5 152 440 SY +9 - 


 Expence of ee 


Embanking 1980 yards, at 28. 6d. per yard L. 249 10 0 
Draining 7942 ditto, o 7d. Per ditt 248 3 Oo 
Sundry other improvements „ 6 40 6 3 
a Embanking, 2310 yards 18. 3d. per yard — 3 144 6 

Draining, 45 10 ditto 8 720 . 3 "0 18 9 


| | Total expence, . 12 821 0 6 3 
The additional rent being 440l. 68. gd. is more than 50 per 
cent. per annum for his money. Mr Corbet has {till a great 


quantity of walkk land to improve, which can be done at a ſtill 
ſmaller expence, as there is no embankment requiſite. There 


is alſo a tract of private property, that lies contiguous to his, 
which might alſo be improved at a very trifling expence; and it 


18 aſtoniſhing that the proprietor has not ſeen it his intereſt, 
from the improvements made by Mr Corbet. The ſoil of Mr 
Corbet's improved land was chiefly peat or moſs ; but by plough- 


ing, and the application of lime, and afterwards by * it 


is now almoſt converted into a rich loam. 


Waſte Lands. — The waſte lands in Merionethſhire are lof's ve- 
ry conſiderable extent, and by embanking and draining i in ſome 


places, and by draining alone in others, might. be converted in- 
to fine paſture, or hay lands; ; the precariouſneſs of the weather 


being mutlWagainſt the raiſing of corn crops. 'There are about 
600 acres in the neighbourhood of Torvin, adjoining the pro- 


perty of Mr Corbet, of which zoo acres are peat or turf, 200 


ſand, and foo ſtrong clay, which are not at preſent worth 6d. 
per acre ; but, by being embanked and*drained, might be made 


, 2 
AM worth 208. aerg, at leaſt.” Upon che river Dovy there are 


— * 9 2 ; $ 00 | 
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* . 4 
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zoo acres, private property, not now worth 55 per acre, but, 
by embanking and draining, might be made worth 21. her a- 
cre 3 and I was informed the whole expence would not exceed 
Zool. | 
At Bracth Mawr, and Traeth Bychar, there are about 4,000 
| acres, which are common, and capable of the higheſt im- 
provement, by embanking and draining. Harlach marſh, con- 
ſiſting of about 600 acres, is alſo very capable of improvement, 
and at a very ſmall expence, as neither much embanking nor 

draining are required; there is likewiſe a great quantity of land 
in the interior parts of chis county that * to be drained 

and incloſed 
Flaoding or Watering of Tale NierionethIbire is finely ſup- | 
phed with rivers and rivulets, for the purpoſe of flooding the 
land, yet it is ſeldom practiſed, although it is found to fertilize 
the ſoil more than any manure. - Mr Corbet, of whoſe i improve- 
ments I have already had occaſion to take notice, has done 
more in this way than any perſon in North Wales. He over- 
flows from 4 to 500 acres annually, and allows not a drop 
of water to eſcape him, that he can command; by which means 
he has very early ſpring food for his cattle, and ſome of his 
fields are grazed till the firſt of June, which are afterwards cut 
for hay in the beginning of Auguſt, producing two tons. He 
conſiders his after graſs worth 20s. per acre. The ſtreams of 
water that flow down the ſides of the mountains, or ſheep walks, 
being ſtrongly impregnated with the dung of the ſheep, muſt 
be of a very fertilizing quality. The value put upon the waſte 
lands which Mr Corbet has improved, is certainly low, the high- 
eſt being computed at only 408. per acre. Whereas, from its 
being all flooded, and from the great quantity of paſture and 
hay produced, I ſhould think it worth almoſt double that ſum. 
Some farmers in his neighbouring have lately begun to adopt 
his plan, but on a very limited ſcale. 

Road. Good roads are one of the firſt improvements of 


a country, which, however, have been long neglected in 
B Merionethſhire; 


en) 
Merionethſhire; but now that work is begun, and the turn- 
pike roads are amending daily, in all the parts of the coun- 
ty. They are, in my opinion, formed too narrow; for in 
many places they do not exceed 20 feet, in others 39. The 
want of funds may be the reaſon aſſigned for this; but it 
is not a good one, becauſe 40 feet, which is not too broad, 
might be marked out, although no more of it were made than 
at preſent, which could eafily be done aſterwards, when the 
funds encreaſe ; for it is a miſtaken notion to ſuppoſe, that a 
narrow road is eaſier kept in repair than a wide one; on the | 
contrary, a broad road is leſs expenſive after it is once made, 
by allowing the carriages to ſhift their track, particularly in 
wet weather. 
Extent of Farms, Qc. —The lands in this county are . 
by ſmall farmers, 100l. being a great and very unfrequent 
rent. The farms do not rent, upon an average, 3ol. They are 
principally employed in paſture, Sheep is the chief object, be- 
ing belt calculated for a mountainous country. The farm 
houſes are in general very bad, and almoſt without any kind of 
offices, nor have the farmers leaſes in general. 
Manures.—Lime is the chief manure in this county, and is 
found to be of very great utility, where it is ap>lied. Mr Cor- 
bet has experienced the good effects of it, in a moſt aſtoniſh- 
ing degree, on the lands he has lately improved, the greater 
part of which was peat moſs ; but by the application of lime 
and dung, with frequent ploughing, the ſoil ſeems now to be 
converted into a kind of black loam, which I have formerly 
mentioned, and is as productive as the beſt lands in the coun- 
ty. Little dung is made, owing to the want of houſes for the 
cattle. 
Crops. Very little corn is cultivated in Merionethſhire, and | 
ſcarcely any green crops. Oats are the principal grain raiſed, 
with a little barley, and ſtill leſs wheat. Turnips have been 
tried, and anſwer exceedingly well, but are very ſeldom ſown. 
Potatoes are leſs cultivated than they ought to be. Mr Corbet 
has 


(43.7)! 
has raiſed immenſe crops of them, as well as turnips, on his 
new improved lands. The potatoe crops were worth 20l. per 
acre. Summer fallow is ſeldom practiſed. Clover is ſometimes 
town, and is found to anſwer amazingly well, when the land is 
properly prepared for it. Mr Corbet always ſows parſley 
and white clover, which he conſiders to be very healthy for 
the cattle, on account of its diuretic a which prevents 
them from ſwelling. 


Live Stack. — The breed of ſheep i in this county 1s the moſt : 


pure of any in North Wales, and is likely to continue ſo, from | 
an apprehenſion of the ſcab, foot rot, gogles and other diſor- 
ders being introduced, by crofling with other breeds, which is 
the caſe in Angleſey and Caernarvonſhire, but which Merion- 
ethſhire is now unacquainted with. The ſcower is the only 
diſorder known in this county. The breed is domeſticated 
and very hardy, and no other attempt has been made to im- 
prove it, except ſending for a ram to Tallyllyn, at the ſoot of 
Kader Idris, the higheſt mountain in Merionethſhire,) where 
the moſt admired and beſt breed in North Wales is to be 
found. They are much longer bodied than the common breed. 
Mr Corbet, one of the firſt improvers in North Wales, has in- 
variably followed this plan, by which means he has improved 
his ſtock ſo very conſiderably, that he fold his wedders this 
year for 198. a head, whereas the common and ordinary price 
given was only 13 s. for well fed wedders. The average 
weight is about 10 lib per quarter, averdupois, and the average 
weight of a fleece, 2 lib. worth 1s. per lib. The wool is white, 
and is all manufactured into webbs and flannels in the county. 
The webbs ſell from 14d. to 18d. per yard, and the flannels 
from 15d. to 28. 6d. per yard. The practice of clipping twice 
a year is confined to the neighbourhood of Kader Idris, and 
from that to the vale of Towyn; where the ſheep are clip'd 
in June and at Michaelmas. 'The ſummer fleece is always the 
largeſt ; at Michaelmas the tail is never clip'd. The wool is 
left for the purpoſe of keeping the animal warm in the winter 
| | 5 time. 


(a) 


time, Clipping twice a year is ſound to produce no addition- 
al quantity of wool, but thoſe that practiſe it think che wool 
finer in quality, which however is denied by thoſe who clip 
only once, as their wool ſells as high as the other. In many. 
parts of this county, the fore parts are clip'd at Michaelmas; in 
others, only about the neck. The ſheep are always kept upon 
the mountains, except the ewes, which are brought down at 
the lambing ſeaſon. They commonly produce one lamb at a 
a birth, and the lambs are always fed in the valleys the firlt 
winter, being unable to endure the ſtorms of froſt and ſnow, 
which they would be more expoſed to on the mountains, in 
the winter ſeaſon. The lambing ſeaſon is generally in March 
and April. The lamb is well wooled, and very lively when 
born. The practice of laying ſheep with tar is altogether un- 
known in this county, nor is the want of it felt as an inconve- 
nience, though the climate is as cold, and the ſtorms as boiſ- 
terous as in any part of Scotland. The mutton in this county 
is reckoned incomparably good, and is at its beſt at 6 years 
old. 1 have now only to take notice of a ſtrange opinion held 
in this county, in regard to the feeding of ſheep, viz. That 
paſturing them in the ſpring on lands that have been flooded, 
is apt to produce the ſcower. Mr Corbet aſſured me, and he 
is the only gentleman in the county that has had any expe- 
rience in this way, that he never felt any bad effects from it J 
on the contrary, the early ſpring food produced by that opera- 
tion, has greatly improved his ſtock. Part of his mountains 
are alſo flooded, from which he derives very great advantages. 
Black Cattle. The pure or native breed of black cattle are 
reckoned the moſt contemptible of any in Wales. They are 
ſmall, and very ill ſhaped. Mr Corbet is not leſs remarkable 
for a fine breed of black cattle, than of ſheep. He has brought 
into this county Engliſh bulls, and a great many cows of the 
moſt approved kinds, which he has found to be as hardy as the 
native breed, and much more profitable. He ſhewed me a 
- moſt ſtriking contraſt between the breed of the county, and 


the 


the Engliſh breed; two cows of the ſame age, that were rear- 
ed together, the one was only worth pl. or 61. and the other 
worth 121. The great attention paid to the flooding of his 
lands, gives him a decided ſuperiority in point of ſtock, as he 
Has ſpring food for his cattle, at leaſt two months ſooner than 
any perſon in the county, by which means s they are always 
kept in good order.. 
Hurſes.— There are few 1 er in ' Merionethſhire, and 
thoſe that are reared for draught are light and weakly, conſe- 
quently very ill calculated for it. Mr Corbet breeds blood, or 
galloping horſes. His mares are thorough bred, and he has 
them covered by the beſt blood horſes in England. He alſo 


breeds road, and hunting horſes, of which he has a large young 


ſock, all appearing very promiſing. He has built a number. 
of padocks, for his breeding Mares, all of which are flooded 
and very convenient. Y 5 
Swine. —The rearing of pigs is conſi dered a very enſicable N 
buſineſs in this county, conſequently a great many are bred, 
and fed in the ſame manner as in the other Welſh counties. 
Goats, —Goats are by no means common, being reckoned | 
not ſo profitable as ſheep, and much more deſtructive to the 
plantations. For theſe reaſons, (ſo much attached were the 
old tenants to old cuſtoms,) the proprietors were under the 
neceſlity of prohibiting them from keeping goats ; and notwith- 
ſtanding a few {till perſiſt in 11 often to the great detriment 
of their neighbours. 
Implements of Hucbandry.— The he carts, harrows, &c. 
are the ſame in Merionethſhire, as thoſe generally uſed in North 
Wales, and both horſes and oxen are employed, and very badly 
managed. 
Paring aud Burning. —The practice of paring and burning is 
ſtill common in this county, although in many places the bad 
effects of it are eaſily diſcerned. It is frequently done, where the 
ſoil is ſo thin as not to admit of it; by which means, the land 
produces almoſt nothing. Many of the proprietors prohibit their 
C ___ tenants: 


1 
tenants from purſuing this method, which is highly proper, as 
it is often very unjudiciouſly done, perhaps for the ſake of one 
Be good crop only. 
Price of Labour. The labourers work from 5 in the morn- 
ing till 7 at night in the ſummer ſeaſon, for a ſhilling ; and in 
winter, when the days are ſhort, for 8d. per * without 
victuals. | UT 9 5 
Price r Privi hing. The orice of proviſions in this county 
is as low as in Caernarvonſhire. The labourers and common 
people live chiefly upon oat meal, milk, cheeſe, and the pro- 
duce of their gardens, where they commonly raiſe potatoes, cab- 
bage, greens, &c. | | 
Towns and Manufactures. —The towns 1n Merionethſbire are 
very ſmall. Harlech, which is ſituated on the ſea coaſt, al- 
though the capital of this county, is a poor place, without trade, 
and remarkable only for its caſtle, built by Edward the firſt. 
Dolgellhen, Dinaſmowthwy, and Bala, are the principal towns 
vphere webs and flannels are manufactured, which are alſo ve- 
ry general throughout the county. Beſides the produce of Me- 
rionethſhire, large quantities of wool are bought in Denbigh- 
ſhire, and wrought up here. Knit woolen ſtockings are alſo a 
great branch of trade. Barmouth, the only ſea port, ſtands on 
an arm of the ſea, whence conſiderable quantities of the manu- 
factures of the county are exported. The river Avon, and ma- 
ny ſmaller rivulets, diſcharge themſelves into it, and it is navi- 
gable for 10 miles up the country, near to Dolgellhen, where 
ſmall loops are built. Charcoal is alſo made in this county. 
 Leaſes.—In this county, as in thoſe I have had already occa- 
ſion to mention, no leaſes are granted for ſuch a length wy time 
as to encourage farmers to make I 


THE. END. 


